Harold Welaberg Hyattato.m, Lid. 20734 
July 18, 1968 









'Jlrm Stephen Barber 
c/o The Sunday Telegraph 
Fleet Street 
London £C4, Exigland 

Deer Stephen, 

Your letter of July 12 from Honolulu is a great favor. I have v/ritten jiiy agent in 
London relaying your intelligence about the Lane book. I do hope you get bsck to 
London before they reach a final decision. 

t 

I am inclined to think that Lane s are the more ag -resslve publlshera, both in the 
OS and In England. They hove erronged for hla book to be an alternate Book of the 
^'^onth 61ubs selection, something Viking did not do with Innuest. Of course, this 
could bo because Inquest has the character of yesterday’s unrefrigerated milk toast. 

There is no way of evaluating these things, but from two different seemingly dependable 
sources, one in the trade and one a business acquointaine of a vice president of 
V^orld, I learn that they are not concerned about Inquest, which they describe as 
without character, or Lane’s bo *k, which they term a ^bomb’’, but - and they say it 
la incredible - about -HITKWiiSH. World is publishing Leo Sauvage’s book. It is very 
well written, but is superficial. They apparently feel at ' brld that mine, which is 
by far the moat complete, will hurt th^i more because it is and that Lane’s personal 
qualities will not help the sale of his book. As perhaps you recall, there have been 
numerous comparisons of HITS17ASH and hla book by both editors and several of your 
dons. All I am concerned about is the fact th.t he does hove aggressive publishers. 
it la more than possible he has fSatal flaws in his work. It was the subject of 
supposedly exhaustive reorganization by a crev/ of British scholars, but if thair 
acquaintanceship with the subject matter is no more dependable than Trevor- HJbiqfies 
Roper’s, I do not see how they could have ellminstod his errors, xlsra Trevor-Roper, you 
moy recall, apologized for being rightl 

We breeze merrily along. The 5,000 copies ara gone end the next 5,000 will be ready 
some time ncjxt week. Epstein (who I have dubbed Inopstein) acts as though he has two 
heads, shunning all appearances. He couldn’t back out of Today, hard as ha tried, bii: 
that is it. Ee has been Invited to a pear on all tho shows I arranged for loyself and 
h:^, quite properly, refused them all. He Just doesn’t know his subject and he comes 
throu?ih s7lth all the force og a limp rag. Uy most recent shov;, taped lest Thursday 
night, grew from a scheduled quarter segment of a four-part, tv/o-hour show on niET-TY 
into the full two hours, to be ' ired as a special. Jomeone intending on unkiadnesa 
stacked the participating audience with about e half-dozen antagonistic IsT.'yers. They 
made all the mistakes - bed manners, false statements, attempted intimidation and 
worse, they attempted to overuftilem me with their number. Especially because they had 
not done their homework was it oesy ti clobber them, and I did, %is will apparently 
be a quite dramatic things tdien aired. Virtue triumphant and ell of that. You taow 
about my all-night stint on the *^ong •^ohn Rebel show on the key RVC station in Rew 
York, I believe. I waa asked to make a ten-minute broadcast by phone on a San Franslsco 
station the Wednesday before the fourth of July. As soonas I started the switchboard 
started to Jump. The show lasted for two hours, and I’ve agreed to a return. My Calif, 
distributor describes the book os ’’wildfire"’. He’s ordering 500 about ev^ry si:: days. 
I’ve got five mors TV broadcasts scheduled and s four-hour talk program on tte largest 
station in Philadelphie, where nrlen Specter is now the HV. Gerry Pri^stland came up 
last Wednesday, riade a fll«ithat waa aired Thursday, ond tells me BBC lilcad it. He is 
at least os fine a fellow as you said. Harbord has closed a nice deal for serialization 
in Arriba, Madrid, and has a request for on option from a large Italian publisher, \ho 
Is reodlnr the book, ond he has made some contacts on the continent. 



Mainlchi sent the boolc to the home oTfloe, :1th e gevorable recoranendation, before 
Hateno left for York, where he is now stattoned. There is some interest in Paria 
that- 1 cannat^eveduBt e, but ther e jy ere about 5 hours of interviews end picture talc*lg. 
Their "MY corres p^dent tel ls me I^were wos abl^t o' Witc^ 7 ^r~Sp interestjoto 

Inquest, in which, of course, he ha^a~stake# 

The current New York Review has about a dozen pages, with most of the referenees to 
It is the ]b rgeat atroy ^ have seen in that publication, with a cover on 
it also, I haven’t had time to read it yet# The professorial author has his ^own" th 
theories. Do not be surprised if you read it and find that his "second Oswald" is a 
copy of "The False Oswald", There ap'^ears to bo no mention of Lane or Seuvago, 

You know I sent all the OonLiiasion members, the staff chiefs am the appropriate 
heeds of executive agencies copies, I asked they either shov/ me wrong or join me in 
my demand for a full and public airing. I now learn that at least two of the assistant 
counsel chve read the book and are without expres:"ed complaint, ^ had a le btar from, 
one asking for a copy for himself J 

My work on the sequel;? of which you have the draft of s part on The Dubious Inquest, 
is proceeding remarkably well for tba limited tine I have been able to squeeze away 
from VHITEV/ASH, It will be, I really believe, even more shocking, I now hfive in my 
possession certain official documents and photographs that have not been published 
or have^been readable in the 26 volumes. They tell a really frightening story of 
who did what in the investigation, I can no7/ document who destroyed what evidonca, 
for example, prove who fudged with the pictures, of which I earlier told you, and 
have a fair amount of now data I would think bear^og^ heavily on perjury and the 
knowledge of perjury. 

Despite the odds that were initially against it, I now believe I shall break this 
whole thing wide open. Paperback offers for \7HITE'v7ASH are now, unsolicitedly, ratxg 
coming in, I am playing it cool, and will until I get a good one, I turned tl» first 
(Fawcett) down. The seoond, a larger company, is considering, v/hat I do no know and 
do not inquire, I know they had their executives spend a day deliberating a hondback 
offer, which I think in this country is insane, unless they con swing a book-club 
tiein and do it fast. Meanwhile, a rarity for a private edition, especially on ±n 
this form and with these handicaps, in amonth, without a cant for advertising, I ha^ 
sold more than enough copies to pay the mechanical costs of this edition, 7?e have 
been too busy to do anything but post our books, but I am confident I have recovered 
all the costs of promotion and distribution also, and from now on we can hope for a 
return on the very considerable cost of the book itself. 

Not having seen you for so long, I did want to bring you up to dote while thinking 
you for your kindness, I do hope your paper will decide to do V/HITETiASH and thrt 
Harbord has been in touch with them egaln. He reports getting frora Arriba about 40^ 
more than hia publisher friends said they’d pay. They approached me and I phoned him. 
Theirs was not a negotiating cable. They said merely we wont to do it, cable your 
price, quite an endorsement. 

Again, many thanks, and have a good trip. 



' Sincerely 



